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Ms. Rose Santos      VIA EMAIL DELIVERY 

FOIA Group, Inc. 

P.O. Box 368 

Depew, NY 14043 

foia@foia.com 

 

SUBJECT:  FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT CASE DON-NAVY-2023-003975 

 

Dear Ms. Santos: 

 

     This is a final response to your January 11, 2023, Freedom 

of Information Act (FOIA) request in which you seek the title 

page and current Statement of Work/Performance Work Statement 

(SOW/PWS) for Task Order N63394-21-F-3006.  

 

A thorough search of Naval Surface Warfare Center, Port 

Hueneme Division files was conducted and knowledgeable personnel 

were able to identify and locate the requested documents.  After 

careful review of those documents in accordance with the FOIA (5 

U.S.C. § 552), and Secretary of the Navy Instruction 5720.42G, 

your request is granted in part and denied in part.  Certain 

portions of your request are exempt from disclosure under FOIA 

exemptions (b)(3) and (b)(6).   

  

 The SOW/PWS contains technical data that is prohibited from 

disclosure under FOIA exemption (b)(3). FOIA exemption (b)(3) 

requires the withholding of information prohibited from 

disclosure by another statute provided that the statute “(A) 

requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a 

manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) 

establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 

particular types of matters to be withheld.” 5 U.S.C. § 

552(b)(3).  

 

 Title 10 U.S.C. § 130 and the Department of Defense 

implementing directive, DoDD 5230.25, prohibit disclosure of 

technical data with military or space application in the 

possession of, or under the control of, the Department of 

Defense, if such data may not be exported lawfully outside of 
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the United States without proper approval, authorization, or 

license under the Arms Export Control Act. 

 

 The SOW/PWS documentation contains technical data that, if 

released, would disclose critical technical data with military 

or space application and is therefore prohibited from public 

disclosure under 10 U.S.C. § 130. Accordingly, this document is 

provided to you with the portions of the document that contain 

technical data that, in the aggregate, would prove detrimental 

to the security of the United States, redacted.  

 

 Further, the Task Order N63394-21-F-3006 title page contains 

personal information that is prohibited from disclosure under 

FOIA exemption (b)(6). FOIA exemption (b)(6) protects the 

privacy interest of individuals.  A restriction is placed on the 

disclosure of items that a party has a privacy interest in of 

more than a de minimis level, which outweighs the interest of 

public disclosure.  That privacy interest includes third-party 

information, names and addresses of civilians, including 

government employees and contractors.   

 

 Portions of the Task Order N63394-21-F-3006 title page 

contain information described under FOIA exemption (b)(6).  

Therefore, this document is provided to you with the portions of 

the document that contain personal privacy information which, if 

released, would constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy, 

redacted.   

 

I am the official responsible for the decision regarding 

your request. If you have any questions, please contact me at 

julianne.m.surane.civ@us.navy.mil or 805-228-8520. 

 

You have the right to an appeal. It must be received within 

90 calendar days from the date of this letter. Please provide a 

letter requesting an appeal, with a copy of your initial request 

and a copy of the letter of denial, in an envelope marked 

"Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”  You are encouraged (though 

not required) to provide an explanation as to why you believe 

this decision to be in error. Also, please provide a copy of 

your appeal letter to us at: 

 

The Office of General Counsel (Code 00L) 

Naval Surface Warfare Center 

Port Hueneme Division 

4363 Missile Way, Port Hueneme CA, 93043 

 

file://///nawemugufs102v/NAVSEA5$/NAVSEA%20PRTH%20Command%20Disk%201/011OGC/FOIA%20&amp;%20PA/ACTIVE_AND%20CLOSED%20FOIA%20CASE%20FILES/X_DON-NAVY-2022-002113/julianne.m.surane.civ@us.navy.mil
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There are two ways to file an appeal — through FOIAOnline or by 

mail. 

 

1. Through FOIAOnline.  This will work only if you have set 
up an account on FOIAOnline to submit the request that 

you would now like to appeal.  Once you have established 

a FOIAOnline account, you may thereafter use FOIAOnline 

to appeal any request you file through FOIAOnline.  To 

file an appeal through FOIAOnline, login and locate your 

request (enter a keyword or the request tracking number 

in the “Search for” field on the “Search” tab), click on 

it, then click on the "Create Appeal" tab in the left-

hand column. Complete the subsequent field, click “Save,” 

and FOIAOnline will submit your appeal. 

 

If you do not have a FOIAOnline account, and wish to 

establish an account for future requests, go to 

https://www.foiaonline.gov.  Click “Create Account” (a 

link located within the blue banner at the top in the 

upper right corner), enter your data into the field that 

subsequently appears, and click “Save” (at the bottom 

left of the screen).   

 

2. By mail. Address your appeal to: 

 

Department of the Navy 

Office of the General Counsel  

1000 Navy Pentagon, Room 5A532 

Washington, DC 20350-1000 

 

Fees for processing your request were below the threshold 

to require payment. However, fees are assessed on a case-by-case 

basis and you may be charged fees for future requests. 

 

 If you have any questions, you may contact the NSWC PHD 

FOIA coordinator at elaine.m.portner.civ@us.navy.mil or 805-228-

8247.  You may also contact the DON FOIA Public Liaison, 

Christopher Julka, at christopher.a.julka@navy.mil, (703)697-

0031.  In addition, the Office of Government Information 

Services (OGIS) provides a voluntary mediation process for 

resolving disputes between persons making FOIA requests and the 

Department of the Navy (DON).  For more information, go to 

https://www.archives.gov/ogis/about-ogis/contact-information.   

 

    

 

file://///nawemugufs102v/NAVSEA5$/NAVSEA%20PRTH%20Command%20Disk%201/011OGC/FOIA%20&amp;%20PA/ACTIVE_AND%20CLOSED%20FOIA%20CASE%20FILES/X_DON-NAVY-2022-002113/elaine.m.portner.civ@us.navy.mil
mailto:christopher.a.julka@navy.mil
https://www.archives.gov/ogis/about-ogis/contact-information


         5720 

         Ser 00L/018 

         February 16, 2023 

 

4 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

        Julianne Surane 

        Initial Denial Authority 

       

 

 

Enclosures:  

N63394-21-F-3006 first page and SOW pages 7-25 only_Redacted.pdf 
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